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Vocabulary Empowers Learning.
Vocabulary knowledge is the single best indicator of students’ reading ability, 

comprehension, and academic success. State standards emphasize Vocabulary 

Acquisition and Use as critical to learning. Words Their Way, Vocabulary for  

Middle and High School is a supplemental vocabulary development program  

that addresses these standards by teaching strategies and word relationships  

while focusing on acquiring and using vocabulary. 

Words Their Way, Vocabulary for Middle and High School emphasizes Generative 

Vocabulary (Word Parts and Meanings), along with General Academic (Tier 2) 

and Domain-Specific (Tier 3) Vocabulary in order to provide students with the 

means to understand how language works. Instruction builds upon the foundation 

established in the elementary program Words Their Way®: Word Study in Action.
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Differentiate Instruction in every 
lesson with support to address the 
needs of all learners.

Focus on Generative Vocabulary 
lessons OR Academic  
Vocabulary lessons.

Teach Generative Vocabulary 
lessons paired with Academic 
Vocabulary lessons. 

Flexible
Choose a plan that works for you.

5 Day Plan

3 Day Plan



Manageable
Fits your busy classroom schedule.

Routine Cards
Collaborate with  

content-area teachers  
to reinforce instruction.

15-20 Minutes a Day of effective vocabulary instruction! 
Supplement your English Language Arts class. 

Instructional Routines provide students 
with multiple exposures to words in  
varied contexts.
•	 Anchor Words provide clues to meanings

•	 Strategies are taught and applied in context

•	 Avatars provide interesting word facts

•	 Students connect words to their experiences

•	 Apply and Extend activities solidify learning



Targeted
Focuses on word types and strategies  
found in state standards. 

Generative Vocabulary  
lessons teach words that come from  
Greek and Latin roots and affixes.
“Over 80% of the vocabulary that students 
learn in the secondary grades comes from 
Greek and Latin origins.” – Donald Bear

General Academic Vocabulary  
lessons target specific words  
needed for school success.
“Tier 3 words often represent subtle or  
precise ways to say relatively simple things—
saunter instead of walk, for example.”   
– State standards 

Domain-Specific Vocabulary  
lessons reinforce words used in  
science, social studies, math,  
and English Language Arts.
“Tier 2 words are specific  
to a domain or field of  
study and key to  
understanding  
a new concept  
within a text.”   
– State standards 



Components
Teacher Edition
Robust but easy-to-manage instructional routines and 
assessments are provided for 60 lessons plus six review week 
lessons. Articles from the authors provide useful professional 
development. 

Printable PDFs for weekly practice, weekly and 
six-week assessments and answer keys, graphic organizers, 
observation guide, word part cards, and record-keeping  
charts available at mySavvasTraining.com.

Student Edition
Lessons incorporate over 600 vocabulary words! Includes  
explicit strategies for determining meaning and multiple 
exposures to words.

Routine Cards
Domain-specific cards increase collaboration with 
content-area teachers.

Classroom Package
Includes 1 Teacher Edition, 30 Student Editions,
and 1 set of 4 Routine Cards.
Volume I Package: 9781428439795
Volume II Package: 9781428439801

Flexible, Manageable, Targeted!
Supplemental vocabulary instruction for middle and high school.
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