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LESSON 13
Nouns

Lesson Objectives
By the end of this lesson, your student will be able to:

• recall nouns
• distinguish between common nouns and 

proper nouns
• use capitalization rules for proper nouns and 

their abbreviations
• use capitalization rules for titles of stories, poems, 

and books correctly
• differentiate singular nouns from plural nouns and 

collective nouns
• write plural forms of regular and irregular nouns
• use singular possessive nouns correctly
• use plural possessive nouns correctly
• differentiate between plural nouns and plural 

possessive nouns
• use collective nouns correctly
• identify abstract and concrete nouns
• use abstract and concrete nouns in sentences

Supporting Your Student
Explore
Your student should notice some singular and plural 
nouns such as beaches, trees, president, and region. 
They may not recognize that lives is a plural form of 
life because of the spelling change. Ask your student 
if the sentence refers to one life or many to help them 
identify this as a plural noun. Ask your student about 
the noun fish. Again, is it one fish or more than one 
fish? Also direct their attention to the word region’s. Is 
this plural? We will learn about these during the direct 
instruction section.

Read (Common and Proper Nouns)
In third grade, your student learned to capitalize 
proper nouns. What might be new is how we 
capitalize abbreviated words in addresses. This 
may take some time getting used to. To help your 
student, point out street signs and addresses 
on incoming/outgoing mail. Have your student 
address an envelope to a family member to get 
additional practice.

Capitalizing titles can be tricky because conjunctions 
and articles (and, the, a, etc.) are not capitalized 
unless they are the first word in the title. Use many 
different examples either at home, the library, or 
online to have your student begin to recognize 
how titles are capitalized. When your student does 
independent writing, have them title their story using 
correct capitalization.

Another tricky capitalization rule is when we refer 
to members in the family. If the member is being 
referred to by name or in place of their name, it gets 
a capital letter. If the relationship is being referred to, 
then no capital is needed. Point out these differences 
when your student reads or you read together.

Read (Concrete and Abstract Nouns)
Your student usually understands nouns as tangible 
people, places, or things. They have difficulty 
identifying nouns in sentences when they are abstract 
nouns. They can confuse them with verbs. You can 
do an online search for abstract nouns and review 
some with your student for further exposure. Again, 
practicing identifying these differences while reading 
and writing will help them sort the difference.

Learning Styles
Auditory learners may enjoy having the sentences 
read aloud as well as reading them. They may hear 
differences in words and contexts versus seeing 
the differences.

Visual learners may enjoy color coding their index 
cards when completing some of the exercises. Many 
learners see colors and identify certain colors with 
certain types of words.

Kinesthetic learners may enjoy writing out the 
examples versus completing them in the worktext. 
They may also like to make additional index cards for 
definitions, flash cards, and sorting exercises.
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LESSON 13
Nouns

Spelling
Weekly spelling lists are included in the back of the 
instructor guide. Select one list per week and provide 
your student with multiple ways to practice spelling 
and using these words throughout the week.

At the end of the week, assess your student’s 
knowledge of the spelling words with:

• a test where your student writes the words or spells 
them aloud

• a proofreading exercise where your student finds 
and corrects spelling errors in sentences

• a word sort where your student lists the words in 
different categories based on spelling patterns

Extension Activities
Write About Where You Live
The example passage in the worktext is about the 
United States. Have your student write a short 
paragraph about where they live. Make sure there is a 
variety of common and proper nouns. Include things 
about their home or region to incorporate possessive 
nouns, irregular nouns, and collective nouns. Ask your 
student to include a specific number of each type of 
noun discussed in the lesson.

Identify Examples in Text
Have your student read a magazine article or printed 
article from online. Using different colors of crayons, 
have your student circle nouns by category.

Answer Key
Write (Write down your address.)
Answers will vary.

Write (Write down the name of the book you 
are currently reading.)
Answers will vary.

Write (Write a sentence using a family name.)
Answers will vary.

Practice (Make the italicized words possessive.)
girl’s

team’s

bushes’

Practice (Nouns)
1. Answers will vary.
2. A. activities

B. countries

3. Check that your student has correctly identified 
the following nouns.

singular nouns (blue): place, autumn, president, 
life, region, water, water, region, life, climate, 
region, time, place

plural nouns (red): beaches, trees, leaves, places, 
bridges, places, monuments, people, animals, 
lakes, ponds, fish, lives, animals, structures, 
places, animals

proper nouns (orange): United States, Brooklyn 
Bridge, New York City, Golden Gate Bridge, San 
Francisco, Washington, D.C., George Washington

possessive noun (purple): region’s, US’
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Skill Builder (Vocabulary)
1. to look; ocean or water
2. location; put on clothing
3. possessive/ownership; place or location
4. sound; place or location
5. seven days; not strong
6. correct or direction; put words on a surface
7. sea
8. wear
9. there; their

10. see/eight
11. to

Show What You Know
1. dad
2. Stella’s
3. countries
4. D
5. G
6. E
7. B
8. C
9. F

10. A
11. A
12. B
13. A
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