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TEACHER NOTES

Good writing begins with a single sentence. Popular trends in writing instruction attempt to 
bypass the mechanics of capitalization, punctuation, and grammar in favor of unfettered self-
expression. Students need tools to express thoughts and feelings effectively.

With this book in the Simply Classical Writing series, we provide you with lessons to give your 
students instruction and practice in early composition. Students work with capital letters and end 
marks, types of sentences, common and proper nouns, parts of speech, and word selection. Each 
lesson is paired with practice exercises and a thought for further reflection. A selection of poetry 
elevates students' appreciation for the infinite capacity of written expression.

For young or emerging writers, teach each single exercise over 2-4 days by adding examples on 
the board. Personalize such examples by including names of classmates, pets, family members, or 
familiar items of local or personal interest. After reading the selection of poetry for the lesson, have 
students copy the poem and illustrate it.

For older or more capable writers, teach 1-2 exercises per day to review basic writing skills. Pause 
whenever a topic requires more practice by expanding the exercise in the manner described above or 
assign examples on students' own writing paper. After reading the selection of poetry for the lesson, 
have students copy the poem and illustrate it. When students are ready, proceed to the next exercise.

Remind your students to write in a small font on the lines provided. If students are unable to do 
so, you may use lined paper for written exercises.

There are several lessons that include writing a paragraph. This is a good exercise but should 
be teacher-directed. Students shouldn't misspell words and need to use correct grammar and 
punctuation. Our recommendation is to let students give oral sentences that the teacher writes on a 
board. This is an opportunity to talk about sentence structure, transitions, vocabulary, conciseness, 
etc. Once the students and teacher are satisfied with their joint effort, students should copy their 
paragraph. Copywork should be perfect, with students required to fix any misspellings or other 
errors. Students will learn more about writing by seeing it modeled for them and working with a 
teacher than if they are turned loose with a blank piece of paper.

At the end of each lesson, we review a section of the Rules About Sentences, which are covered 
in Simply Classical Writing Book One and Book Two. The Rules About Sentences are included in their 
entirety in the final lesson of this book. You may wish to use those pages for reference.

This book may be taught as a supplement to your current writing lessons or as a summer 
intensive. In the Appendix, you will find an Answer Key with correct responses to the exercises. 

With careful instruction, good models, sufficient practice, and thoughtful correction, students 
will become more capable, clear, compelling writers. Learning to write is arduous; writing itself is 
glorious, a blissful wedding of understanding and expression.

Cheryl Swope

Consider for a moment what grammar is. It is the most elementary part of logic. It is the beginning 
of the analysis of the thinking process. The principles and rules of grammar are the means by which 
the forms of language are made to correspond with the universal forms of thought…. The structure of 
every sentence is a lesson in logic. – John Stuart Mill
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Lesson 1.1: What Is a Sentence?

A Complete Thought
What is a sentence? A sentence must be a complete thought.

Example 1:	 The dog ran.
Example 2:	 The spotted dog chased the rabbit.

Place a  by the words that are sentences.

______  Sam

______  He lives on our street.

______  the cat

______  Sam ran to his dad.

______  That car is fast.

______  my home

______  in the bed

A sentence is a complete thought with a capital letter to begin and an end mark to end.

Place an X by the words that are not sentences.

______  Ben likes to fish.

______  sunshine

______  She ate an apple.

______  water

______  We are going to the lake.

______  in the pond

______  because

Think about it: When we say or write a complete sentence, other people will 
better understand us!

Write a complete sentence below. Tell how many pets you have.
Example 1:	 I have no pets.
Example 2:	 I have five pets.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 1.2: What Is a Sentence?

Capital Letters
Review: What is a sentence? A sentence must be a complete thought.
A sentence must begin with a capital letter. What is a capital letter?
Every letter in our alphabet has an uppercase form. We also call this a "capital" form.

Examples:	 A, C, F, G, Y 
Every letter in our alphabet also has a lowercase form. These are not capitals.

Examples:	 b, d, j, m, w

Circle the capital letters.

I	 i

m	 M

P	 p

Z	 z

Place an X over the letters that are not 
capital letters.

r	 R

S	 s

d	 D

E	 e

Place a  by the sentences that begin properly with a capital letter.

______  mom drove her car.

______  Jim said hello to his friend.

______  my dog eats from a dish.

______  I like to see her smile.

______  Today is a sunny day.

Think about it: Do we have capital letters in cursive too? Yes, we do! 
Examples:	  L, M, D

Copy below one of the sentences that did not have a capital letter. Change the 
first letter to a capital letter to make it a good sentence.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 11.1: Verbs

What Is a Verb?
Review: A noun can be a person, place, or thing. A noun can be a subject or an object. 
The subject of a sentence is the one doing the action.
You have learned many things about nouns. Now we will study another kind of 
word: verbs.
Every sentence has a noun and a verb. This helps the sentence make complete sense.
A verb is often a word of doing.

Example 1:	 The bird sang.  (What did the bird do?)
Example 2:	 My baby sister is crying. (What is the baby doing?)

Note: When we study language, we make up sentences. In real life, your sister may 
not be crying. We are really not talking about your sister. Sometimes we make up 
pretend sentences to show how we use language.

Write the underlined doing word from the sentence. Remember that doing 
words are called verbs.

1.	 Rose ran down the street.   		  (What did Rose do?) __________________  

2.	 Her lovely grandmother made a quilt.	 (What did her grandmother do?)__________ 

3.	 Steven played on the drums.  		  (What did Steven do?)_________________ 

Bonus: When we show that the person in our sentence is speaking, we use quotation 
marks: "_____" 

Example:     Father said, "Bring me the watering can."  

Practice. Trace the quotation marks below.

          "___"          "___"          "___"
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Fill in one of the verbs (doing words) in each sentence.

baked felt raced

1.	 The older man ________________ the cool breeze on his face.

2.	 Jessie's horse ________________ on the track.

3.	 After my brother and I ________________ the cake, Mom said, "Thank you."

Copy the sentences below. Underline the verbs as shown.

Wilbur and his brother begged the teacher for more math problems. "We want harder 

problems." Orville and Wilbur loved math.

___________________________________________________________________ 	

___________________________________________________________________ 	

___________________________________________________________________ 	

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Think about it: We use verbs when we write or speak every day!
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