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Lesson 13

Nouns
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:
■ recall nouns
■ distinguish between common nouns and 

proper nouns
■ use capitalization rules for proper nouns and 

their abbreviations
■ use capitalization rules for titles of stories, 

poems, and books correctly
■ differentiate singular nouns from plural nouns 

and collective nouns

■ write plural forms of regular and irregular nouns
■ use singular possessive nouns correctly
■ use plural possessive nouns correctly
■ differentiate between plural nouns and plural 

possessive nouns
■ use collective nouns correctly
■ identify abstract and concrete nouns
■ use abstract and concrete nouns in sentences

Academic Vocabulary
Read the following vocabulary words and definitions. Look through the lesson. Can you find each 
vocabulary word? Underline the vocabulary word in your lesson. Write the page number of where 
you found each word in the blanks.

■ abstract noun: a noun that refers to an idea, 
state of being, or quality (page _____)

■ collective noun: a noun that refers to a group 
of individuals (page _____)

■ concrete noun: a noun that is a person, place, 
or thing and can be experienced using the five 
senses (page _____)

■ irregular noun: a noun that does not become 
plural by adding -s or -es (page _____)

■ plural noun: a noun that refers to more than 
one person, place, or thing (page _____)

■ possessive noun: a noun that shows ownership 
(page _____)

■ singular noun: a noun that refers to one 
person, place, or thing (page _____)

Materials Needed
crayons

In the space below, list 

what you know about 

nouns. If you have trouble, 

work with your instructor 

on some of the things 

you learned last year or 

you saw in the review 

before this lesson. You 

probably know more than 

you think!
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Read the passage below:

Think about the place where you live. Do you have 
beaches? Are there green trees? Do the trees lose 
their leaves in autumn? Many places in the United 
States have famous bridges. The Brooklyn Bridge 
is in New York City while the Golden Gate Bridge 
is in San Francisco. Some places have monuments 
to famous people. In Washington D.C., the 
Washington Monument is for the US’ first president, 
George Washington.

What about life in your region? What kind of animals 
do you see? If you live near lakes and ponds, you 
might see fish in the water or geese on the water. 
Some places have alligators in the lakes and ponds! 
Every region has different animal life to observe, 
and it can be fascinating. The lives of these animals 
depend on the climate and land structures in the 
region; so you may see one kind of animal, and a 
friend in another region may see something different.

Take time to explore your region’s places and animals 
and see what you discover. No doubt, it is an exciting 
place to live!

This passage uses many nouns, and you may recognize 
that some of them follow rules when going from 
singular to plural, while others seem to be rule breakers. 
Some of them are capitalized. What else can you pick 
out about the nouns in the passage above? Discuss with 
your instructor.
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Common and Proper Nouns
Nouns identify a person, place, or thing. Words such as girl, 
city, or dog are nouns. When they are specific, they become 
proper nouns. Taylor Swift, Orlando, or Toto are examples of 
proper nouns because they refer to a specific girl, city, and 
dog. We capitalize the first letter in proper nouns because they 
name something.

PLACES
Joe lives on a street. The noun street is common because it is 
not a specific street. But if I told you Joe lives at 123 Main Street, 
both Main and Street are capitalized because they are specific. 
Even if you write Main St. and do not spell out the word street, it 
is still capitalized.

If Joe lives in the United States, you would also capitalize his city 
and state because they are specific. States can be abbreviated, 
but both letters in the abbreviation must be capitalized.

123 Main Street, Orlando, FL 12345

TITLES
Books are things, so the word book is a noun. When you talk 
about a specific book, you must use capital letters. So if you read 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid, notice which letters are capitalized. The 
titles of stories, poems, and books use capital letters. Unless they 
begin the title, we do not use a capital letter for certain words 
like and, of, a, or the. The first word in a title is always capitalized.

FAMILY NAMES
When to capitalize certain words can be confusing. Family 
members like mom, dad, aunt, and uncle should only be 
capitalized when used as a name.

“Mom, can I go to my friend’s house?” You are using Mom as 
her name, so it is proper.

“My mom said I cannot come over today.” You are not 
using mom as her name but to refer to her role, so it is a 
common noun.

REGIONS
Regions follow the same rules as family names.

Susie lives in the Southwest, but to drive to Disneyland, she 
goes north.

In the sentence above, Southwest refers to a specific region, but 
north is just a direction.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Write down the name of the book you are currently reading. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Write a sentence using a family name.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Write down your address.
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Singular, Plural, Collective, and Possessive
Collective nouns are nouns that refer to a group of individuals. The word team is a collective noun because a team has more than 
one player on it.

Singular nouns refer to one person, place, or thing. Plural nouns refer to more than one person, place, or thing. There can be one 
dog or two dogs. Many nouns add -s or -es to make them plural. These are regular nouns. Some nouns like fly and country have 
different rules. Notice that each word ends in y. The letter before the y is a consonant (not a vowel). To make them plural, we have to 
make some changes. Irregular nouns are nouns that do not become plural by adding -s or -es.

A possessive noun is a noun that shows ownership. We add an ‘s to singular nouns to show possession. When a plural noun ends in 
s, we simply add an apostrophe after the s.

Noun Rule Example

nouns ending in -y The y at the end of the word is 
dropped, and you add -ies.  fly - flies

singular possessive nouns Add ‘s to make a singular 
noun possessive.

The town’s city hall was a 
beautiful building.

plural possessive nouns Add an ‘ after the s to make a plural 
noun ending in s possessive.

The trees’ roots were all 
jumbled together.

collective nouns Collective nouns are treated as 
singular possessive nouns.

The family’s pet was an 
adorable hedgehog.

Concrete and Abstract Nouns
Some nouns are nouns that can be experienced using the five senses. These are called concrete nouns. Concrete nouns include 
words like dog or grass. If a noun refers to an idea, state of being, or quality, then it is an abstract noun. Abstract nouns include words 
like love and trust.

Make the italicized words possessive.

1. The girl shoe was 
broken. ____________

2. We wanted our team mascot to 
be a bulldog. ____________

3. The bushes flowers were 
all in bloom at the same 
time. ____________
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In this lesson, you learned:

• Proper nouns need to 

have a capital letter.

• Nouns can be 

possessive to 

show ownership.

• Nouns that end in 

y lose the y when 

becoming plural. 

• Nouns can be concrete, 

or they can represent 

an abstract idea.

Think About It 
Why do you think it is 

important as a writer to 

know these rules? How 

can this make you a 

better writer?

Nouns
1. Write two to three sentences describing the place where you live. Be sure to use both 

common and proper nouns with correct capitalization.

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2. Make the following words plural:

A. activity __________ B. country __________

3. Read the paragraphs below. Use a blue crayon to circle all the singular nouns and a red 
crayon to circle all the plural nouns. Circle all the proper nouns with orange and all the 
possessive nouns with purple. Circle as many as you can find.

Think about the place where you live. Do you have beaches? Do the trees lose their leaves 
in autumn? Many places in the United States have famous bridges. The Brooklyn Bridge 
is in New York City while the Golden Gate Bridge is in San Francisco. Some places have 
monuments to famous people. In Washington D.C., the Washington Monument is for the 
US’ first president, George Washington.

What about life in your region? What kind of animals do you see? If you live near lakes 
and ponds, you might see fish in the water or geese on the water. Every region has 
different animal life to observe. The lives of these animals depend on the climate and land 
structures in the region.

Take time to explore your region’s places and animals and see what you discover. No 
doubt, it is an exciting place to live!
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Vocabulary
Homophones are words that are 
pronounced alike but have different 
meanings and spellings. Below are 
some common homophones:

to / two / too

where / wear

witch / which

their / there / they’re

hear / here

sea / see

Write the definition for each homophone below.

1. see ______________________________________ sea________________________________________

2. where ___________________________________ wear ______________________________________

3. their _____________________________________ there ______________________________________

4. hear_____________________________________   here _______________________________________

5. week ____________________________________  weak ______________________________________

6. right _____________________________________ write _______________________________________

In the sentences below, circle the correct homophone.

7. Lucy went to the sea / see to find a whale.

8. Before her trip, she needed to decide on what to wear / where so that her trip was a success.

9. Lucy finally got there / their / they’re and there / their / they’re trip was underway.

10. She was hoping to see / sea at least one whale but, she was lucky to see eight / ate whales!

11. What a trip Lucy had, and now she was ready to / too / two go to the mountains for more adventures.

On a piece of paper, keep track of the homophones you find when you read your book. Try to use them correctly in your next writing.
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Use the Word Bank to complete each sentence.

Word Bank: dad Dad Stellas Stella’s countries countrys

1. I need to ask my _______________ if I can ride my bike.

2. This is _______________ book.

3. I am not sure which _______________ produce the most corn.

Match each term with its definition.

4. _____ singular possessive noun

5. _____ plural possessive noun

6. _____ collective noun

7. _____ abstract noun

8. _____ irregular noun

9. _____ common noun

10. _____ proper noun

A. Roblox

B. faith

C. activity

D. boy’s

E. class of students

F. desk

G. girls’

As you read and travel, keep a journal of nouns that you see. 

Look closely at the grocery store, while you are riding in a car, 

and even waiting at the doctor’s office. See how many different 

nouns you can identify.

Choose the correct answer for each question.

11. Which sentence uses the correct possessive noun?

A. The students’ books were delivered today.

B. The students’s books were delivered today.

12. Which sentence uses the correct capitalization?

A. Mark moved to Arizona from new Mexico.

B. Mark moved to Arizona from New Mexico.

C. Mark moved to arizona from new mexico.

D. Mark moved to arizona from New Mexico.

13. Which sentence uses the correct capitalization?

A. “Mom, where are my sneakers?” asked my sister.

B. “Mom, where are my sneakers?” asked my Sister.

C. “mom, where are my sneakers?” asked my sister.

D. “mom, where are my sneakers?” asked my Sister.
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To learn more, contact us at:
discover@edovate.com or visit

DiscoverK12Books.com

When students become so curious about the world around them 
that they are determined to set out on a journey of exploration, 

their “discoveries” are inspirational.

Welcome to a new world of curriculum designed to open your 
child’s eyes as well as their minds, to learn, grow, and thrive in 

a homeschool setting. Welcome to Discover!

K-12 Curriculum Advantage


