
INSTRUCTION 
 BOOKLET

Rechargeable Salt & Pepper Mills SP-4
For your safety and continued enjoyment of this product, always read the instruction book carefully before using.
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IMPORTANT SAFEGUARDS
When using an electrical appliance, basic 
safety precautions should always be 
followed, including the following:

	 1.	READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS.
	 2.	To protect against electrical shock, do 

not put the charger base or motor body 
of this appliance in water or other 
liquid. Never submerge any other 
portion of this unit. If any part falls into 
liquid, remove immediately. Carefully 
remove, clean and dry unit thoroughly 
before continuing.

	 3.	Do not operate in the presence of 
explosive and/or flammable fumes.

	 4.	Unplug charger base from outlet before 
cleaning.

	 5.	Charger base should be plugged into 
an electrical outlet away from sink or 
hot surfaces.

	 6.	Do not use an extension cord. Plug 
charger base adapter directly into an 
electrical outlet.

	 7.	Do not use appliance for other than 
intended use.

	 8.	Do not operate any appliance with a 
damaged cord or plug, or after the 
appliance has malfunctioned or has 
been dropped or damaged in any 
way, or is not operating properly. 
Return the appliance to the nearest 
Cuisinart Repair Center for 
examination, repair, or mechanical or 
electrical adjustment.

	 9.	The use of attachments or accessories 
not recommended by Cuisinart may cause 
fire, electrical shock or risk of injury.

	10.	This appliance is intended for household 
use only and not for commercial or 
industrial use.

	11.	Do not operate a damaged charger. 
Have damaged charger replaced 
immediately.

	12.	Do not incinerate the mills, even if 
they are severely damaged. The 
batteries can explode in a fire.

	13.	This product contains, nickel-metal 
hydride (NiMH) batteries, which must 
be recycled at the end of the life of the 
Salt & Pepper Mills and disposed of 
properly. (See Disposal/Recycling of 
Batteries, page 5.) Do not incinerate 
or compost batteries, as they will 
explode at high temperatures.

	14.	Leaks from battery cells can occur 
under extreme conditions. If the liquid, 
which is a 20–35% solution of 
potassium hydroxide, gets on the skin, 
(1) wash quickly with soap and water or 
(2) neutralize with a mild acid such as 
lemon juice or vinegar. If the liquid gets 
into eyes, flush them immediately with 
clean water for a minimum of 10 
minutes. Seek medical attention.

	15.	Avoid contacting moving parts.
	16.	Do not use outdoors.
	17.	Do not let cord hang over edge of table 

or counter.
	18.	Do not operate your appliance in an 

appliance garage or under a wall 
cabinet. When storing in an appliance 
garage always unplug the unit from 
the electrical outlet. Not doing so 
could create a risk of fire, especially if 
the appliance touches the walls of the 
garage or the door touches the unit as 
it closes. 

	19.	This appliance is not intended for use 
by persons (including children) with 
reduced physical, sensory, or mental 
capabilities, or lack of experience and 
knowledge, unless they are closely 
supervised and instructed concerning 
use of the appliance by a person 
responsible for their safety. Close 
supervision is necessary when any 
appliance is used by or near children. 
Children should be supervised to ensure 
that they do not play with the appliance.
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FEATURES AND BENEFITS
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	20.	Turn the appliance OFF, then unplug 
from the outlet when not in use, before 
assembling or disassembling parts and 
before cleaning. To unplug, grasp the 
plug and pull from the outlet. Never pull 
from the power cord.

 21. ��Use only with the charger provided with 
the appliance. Do not attempt to use 
this charger with any other product, 
Likewise, do not attempt to charge this 
appliance with any other charger.

 22. �Check hopper for presence of foreign 
objects before using.

		  SAVE THESE 
INSTRUCTIONS

   FOR HOUSEHOLD  
   USE ONLY
FEATURES AND BENEFITS
	 1.	Cordless Operation
		  No cord! Operates on rechargeable 

battery power.
	 2.	Easy to Recharge
		  a.	� Rechargeable batteries are located  

in the handles of the two mills. 
		  b.	�Charger base plugs into your 

standard outlet and connects to the 
back of the charger base.

		  c.	� Charging/Storage Base 
Recharges mill batteries. Fully 
charged mills operate up to 20 
minutes – a regular grinding  
operation is just 5 to 10 seconds.

		  d.	�Charge and Ready lights let you know 
when mills are fully charged. 

		  Two green lights indicate both mills are 
fully charged. One green and one red 
indicates that both mills are partially 
charged but may still be used.

	 3.	Maximum Comfort Handle
		  The mill handle is designed to let  

you hold it in the same way you hold  
a stirring utensil. The shape offers 
comfortable control and easy access  
to the power button. 

	 4.	One Step ON/OFF (Power) Button
		  Press and hold the ON/OFF button to 

operate the mill. Release button to stop 
motor. Use short pulses for best 
performance.

	 5.	Illuminated Grinding Feature
		  A light on the underside of each mill 

turns on when the ON button is 
depressed. This allows you to see just 
how much you are dispensing.

	 6.	Detachable Spice Holder (BPA-Free)
		  Easy to use, easy to refill and easy  

to store. Detach the spice holder  
from the upper housing by twisting 
clockwise. Fill with peppercorns, salt or 
spice. To attach, align arrows on upper 
housing and spice holder and twist 
counter clockwise until upper arrow is 
aligned with the lock icon.

	 7.	Adjustable Grind
		  A dial on the base of each mill adjusts 

grind from fine to coarse. 

BEFORE YOU BEGIN
Place the package containing the Cuisinart® 
Cordless Rechargeable Salt & Pepper Mills 
on a sturdy surface and unpack all pieces.

Before using the mills for the first time, we 
recommend that you wipe the unit with a 
clean, damp cloth to remove any dirt or dust. 
Dry it thoroughly with a soft, absorbent cloth. 
Read all instructions completely for detailed 
operating procedures.

The batteries in your Cuisinart® Cordless 
Rechargeable Salt & Pepper Mills have not 

BOTTOM VIEW
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been charged. Before the first use of this 
appliance, the batteries must be charged 
for 16 hours! See Charging & Battery Life  
on page 5.

ASSEMBLY
	 1.	To fill spice holder detach by twisting 

upper housing clockwise. Fill with 
peppercorns, salt or spice. To avoid 
corrosion after filling with salt, wipe 
around the top of clear spice holder, 
ensuring the three metal contacts are 
free of salt. (see diagram 1)

	

	 2.	To attach, align arrows on upper 
housing and spice holder and twist 
counter clockwise until upper arrow is 
aligned with the lock icon.

	 3.	Plug the charging adapter into the back 
of the charging base and then into an 
electrical outlet.

	 4.	Place the mills on the base. The red 
charging light will come on to let you 
know charging is in progress.

	 5.	When fully charged, the green light will 
come on.

NOTE: Fully charged mills operate for 20 
minutes – a regular grinding operation is just 
5 to 10 seconds.

OPERATION
Turning your Cuisinart® Rechargeable Salt  
& Pepper Mills on and off: Press and hold  
ON/OFF button on top of handle to turn 
motor ON. The unit will continue to run as 
long as the switch is pressed in. To turn Salt 
& Pepper Mills off, release ON/OFF button 
and the motor will stop. We recommend that 
you pulse the button for best results.

Your Cuisinart® Rechargeable Salt & Pepper 
Mills have a light on the underside of the mill 
that turns on when the ON button is 
depressed. This allows you to see just how 

much you are dispensing. When your light is 
no longer working, please contact our 
customer service center at 1-800-726-0190 
to order a new light bulb.

ADJUSTING THE GRIND
To perfect the grind from fine to coarse, use 
the adjustment dial on the underside of the 
mill. Clockwise for a finer grind and 
counterclockwise for a coarser grind. 

QUICK TIPS
• �Before first use, the batteries must be 

charged for 16 hours. 

• �To clear a peppercorn that is stuck in the 
grinding wheel you may either: 

	 1.	Turn the mill upside down and shake 
gently while depressing the “On/Off” 
Power Button”. 

	 2.	Turn the mill upside down and position 

		  the grind selector to coarse, then hold 
over a plate and grind until peppercorn 
is no longer stuck.

• �Never use moist or wet spices in the mills. 
This will clog the grinding mechanism. We 
recommend using only store-bought dried 
spices. 

• �To improve battery performance, it is 
recommended that you occasionally 
unplug the charging base and use each 
mill until its battery is fully discharged and 
it stops operating. Once discharged, plug 
the charging base back into the electrical 
outlet and recharge the mills for 16 hours. 
This procedure improves battery capacity 
and should be repeated every 2-3 months. 

• �Clean the mills and base by simply wiping 
all parts with a damp cloth and thoroughly 
drying. Do not place in the dishwasher. 
Avoid wetting battery contacts.

CHARGING & BATTERY 
LIFE
Your Cuisinart® Cordless Rechargeable Salt 
& Pepper Mills are equipped with NiMH 
batteries. We have selected these batteries 
to give you maximum battery life and long 
running times. 
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If batteries should run down completely, it 
will take between 12 and 18 hours to fully 
recharge them. Normally, you won’t run 
batteries down completely, since the running 
time with a full charge is up to 20 minutes. It 
varies depending on your usage, but most 
grinding tasks take only about 5 seconds. If 
your battery is no longer charging, it is time 
to replace the battery. Please call our 
Consumer Service Center at 1-800-726-0190 
to order a new mill handle, which will include 
new batteries (see next page). 

CONTINUOUS CHARGING
The unit is designed so that the batteries 
may remain on continuous charge. It is 
recommended that the Cuisinart® Cordless 
Rechargeable Salt & Pepper Mills charger be 
kept plugged into a wall socket, so that the 
mills will always be ready to use. Leaving the 
unit on continuous charge is inexpensive in 
terms of the amount of electricity being used.

Use only with the charger provided with  
the appliance. Do not attempt to use this 
charger with any other product. Likewise,  
do not attempt to charge this appliance  
with any other charger.

HOLDING THE CHARGE
The batteries hold most of their charge even 
when not plugged in and charging, losing 
only about 30% of total charge per month. 

SHORT RUN TIMES 
If, after repeated use, the run time seems  
to get shorter and the Salt & Pepper Mills 
have less power, remove the plug from the 
wall outlet and continue to use mills until both 
are fully discharged and stop operating. Plug 
base back into wall outlet and recharge the 
unit for 16 hours or overnight for a full new 
charge. This procedure improves battery 
capacity and should be repeated once every 
2–3 months to ensure optimum performance.

CLEANING AND 
MAINTENANCE
Simply wipe all parts with a damp cloth  
then dry thoroughly. Do not place in the 
dishwasher. Avoid wetting battery contacts. 

Any other servicing should be performed by 
an authorized service representative.

DISPOSAL/RECYCLING  
OF BATTERIES
This product uses four NiMH rechargeable and 
recyclable batteries. At the end of the batteries’ 
useful life, they should be recycled. These 
batteries must not be incinerated or composted.
NiMH batteries should not be put in 
municipal waste systems. Contact your local 
waste collection agency for proper recycling 
and disposal information for your area.

Please do not attempt to dismantle the mill 
handle to replace these batteries on your 
own. Damage could result to the unit.
When it is time to replace and/or recycle the 
batteries, call toll-free 1-800-726-0190 to 
order new mill handles, which will include 
four new batteries. 
Or send the mill handle to: Cuisinart,  
7475 North Glen Harbor Blvd., Glendale, AZ 
85307.

WARRANTY
 Limited Three-Year Warranty:
This warranty is available only to U.S. 
consumers who purchase products directly 
from Cuisinart or an authorized Cuisinart® 
reseller. You are a consumer if you own a 
Cuisinart® Cordless Rechargeable Salt & 
Pepper Mills that was purchased at retail for 
personal, family or household use. Except as 
otherwise required under applicable law, this 
warranty is not available to retailers or other 
commercial purchasers, owners or 
consumers who purchase from unauthorized 
Cuisinart® resellers. We warrant that your 
Cuisinart® Cordless Rechargeable Salt & 
Pepper Mills will be free of defects in 
materials and workmanship under normal 
home use for 3 years from the date of 
original purchase. 

We recommend that you visit our website,  
https://cuisinart.registria.com for a fast, 
efficient way to complete your product 
registration. However, product registration 
does not eliminate the need for the 
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consumer to maintain the original proof of 
purchase in order to obtain the warranty 
benefits. In the event that you do not have 
proof of purchase date, the purchase date 
for purposes of this warranty will be the date 
of manufacture. 
 
CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ONLY:

California law provides that for In-Warranty 
Service, California residents have the option 
of returning a nonconforming product (A) to 
the store where it was purchased or (B) to 
another retail store that sells Cuisinart 
products of the same type. The retail store 
shall then, according to its preference, either 
repair the product, refer the consumer to an 
independent repair facility, replace the 
product, or refund the purchase price less 
the amount directly attributable to the 
consumer’s prior usage of the product. If 
neither of the above two options results in 
the appropriate relief to the consumer, the 
consumer may then take the product to an 
independent repair facility, if service or repair 
can be economically accomplished. Cuisinart 
and not the consumer will be responsible for 
the reasonable cost of such service, repair, 
replacement, or refund for nonconforming 
products under warranty. California residents 
may also, according to their preference, 
return nonconforming products directly to 
Cuisinart for repair or, if necessary, 
replacement by calling our Consumer 
Service Center toll-free at 1-800-726-0190. 
Cuisinart will be responsible for the cost of 
the repair, replacement, and shipping and 
handling for such nonconforming products 
under warranty. 
 
HASSLE-FREE REPLACEMENT 
WARRANTY
our ultimate satisfaction in Cuisinart products  
is our goal, so if your Cuisinart® Cordless 
Rechargeable Salt & Pepper Mills should fail 
within the generous warranty period, we will 
repair it or, if necessary, replace it at no cost to 
you. To obtain a return shipping label, please 
visit us at https://www.cuisinart.com/ 
customer-care/product-assistance/product-
inquiry. Or call our toll-free customer service 
department at 1-800-726-0190 to speak with a 
representative.
Your Cuisinart® Cordless Rechargeable Salt & 

Pepper Mills has been manufactured to the 
strictest specifications and has been designed 
for use only in 120-volt outlets and only with 
authorized accessories and replacement parts. 
This warranty expressly excludes any defects or 
damages caused by attempted use of this unit 
with a converter, as well as use with 
accessories, replacement parts or repair service 
other than those authorized by Cuisinart. This 
warranty does not cover any damage caused by 
accident, misuse, shipment or other than 
ordinary household use. This warranty excludes 
all incidental or consequential damages. Some 
states do not allow the exclusion or limitation of 
these damages, so these exclusions may not 
apply to you. You may also have other rights, 
which vary from state to state. 
Important: If the nonconforming product is to be 
serviced by someone other than Cuisinart’s 
Authorized Service Center, please remind the 
servicer to call our Consumer Service Center at 
1-800-726-0190 to ensure that the problem is 
properly diagnosed, the product is serviced with 
the correct parts, and to ensure that the product 
is still under warranty.
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FEDERAL 
COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION NOTICE

WARNING: Changes or modifications to 
tihs unit expressly approved by the party 
responsible for compliance could void the user’s 
authority to operate the equipment.

This device complies with Part 15 of the FCC 
Rules. Operation is subject to the following 
two conditions: (1) This device may not cause 
harmful interference, and (2) This device must 
accept any interference received, including 
interference that may cause undesired 
operation.

NOTE: This equipment has been tested and 
found to comply with the limits for a Class B 
digital device, pursuant to Part 15 of the FCC 
Rules. These limits are designed to provide 
reasonable protection against harmful 
interference in a residential installation. This 
equipment generates, uses and can radiate 
radio frequency energy and, if not installed 
and used in accordance with the instructions, 
may cause harmful interference to radio 
communications. However, there is no 
guarantee that interference will not occur in a 
particular installation. If this equipment does 
cause harmful interference to radio or 
television reception, which can be determined 
by turning the equipment off and on, the user 
is encouraged to try to correct the interference 
by one or more of the following measures:

• Reorient or relocate the receiving antenna.

• �Increase the separation between the 
equipment and receiver.

• �Connect the equipment into an outlet on a 
circuit different from that to which the 
receiver is connected.

• �Consult the dealer or an experienced radio/
TV technician for help.

SUPPLIER’S 
DECLARATION OF 
CONFORMITY
Brand: Cuisinart

Model No.: �SP-4XX, SP-4XXX, SP-40XXXX, 
SP-4XXXXX, SP-4XXXXXX

Description: Rechargeable Salt & Pepper 
Mills

Responsible Party: Conair Corporation - 1 
Cummings Point Road - Stamford, CT 06902 - 
(203) 351-9000

Standards: FCC Part 15 Subpart B, ANSI 
C63.4-2014.

This device complies with Part 15 of the FCC 
Rules. Operation is subject to the following 
two conditions: (1) This device may not cause 
harmful interference, and (2) This device must 
accept any interference received, including 
interference that may cause undesirable 
operation.
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