
Chapter 1 Quiz
What Does It Mean?

On the line provided, write the letter of the correct definition beside each vocabulary word.

______ 1.  Irrigation system A.  The style of step pyramid, made of clay bricks, that the ancient Sumeri-
ans used as a place to worship their gods

______ 2.  Priest B. The writing system of the ancient Sumerians, created from wedge-
shaped symbols

______ 3.  Polytheist C. A person who helps his people worship their god (or gods)
______ 4.  Cuneiform D. A series of canals that move water from a river or lake to a dry area that

needs water
______ 5.  Ziggurat E. A period between kingdoms
______ 6.  Interregnum F. A person who worships more than one god

What Are the Facts?
Complete each of the following sentences by crossing out the incorrect word(s).

1. The word “Mesopotamia” means “land between the (mountains / rivers).”

2. People in Mesopotamia dug canals for irrigation because the land was too (wet / dry).

3. The early Sumerians had a numbering system based on the number (ten / sixty).

4. Sumerian cuneiform used symbols shaped like (wedges / circles) that were written in different ways.

5. Ziggurats were constructed from (sunbaked clay bricks / hard stones).

6. The particular god chosen by the people to serve as the guardian of their city was called a
(polytheist / patron) god.

Which Is Which?
For each of the following facts, write M in the blank if the sentence is describing monotheism, and P in the 

blank if the sentence is describing polytheism.

______  1. People worship many gods.

______  2. One god has supreme power.

______  3. The one god has no visible body.

______  4. The gods might look like humans or like animals.

______  5. Worship of other gods is forbidden.

______  6. People can choose which god they want to worship.
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TCH1A Reference Archive
Unit I: Ancient Mesopotamia

Polytheism versus Monotheism

Polytheism Monotheism
Number People worship many gods and goddesses. People worship  

only one god.
Power Each god has his or her own realm of power. One god has supreme  

power and rules over the en-
tire universe.

Culture/Religion Ancient pagan religions, the Greeks, the Romans, 
Hinduism, some modern African religions

Judaism, Christianity, Islam

Choice A person can choose which god to worship and 
can also worship many gods at the same time.

A person must worship only 
one god. Worship of anything 
else is forbidden.

Appearance Gods or goddesses mostly look like humans, but 
sometimes have animal heads or other body parts.

The one god is considered a 
spirit and has no visible body.

Step Pyramids versus True Pyramids

Step Pyramids True Pyramids
What did the sides 
look like?

Smaller platforms on top of larger platforms, 
with stairs from platform to platform

Smooth, slanted sides

Where were they 
built?

Mesopotamia, Mexico, South America, Central 
America, and southeast Asia

Egypt

For what purpose 
were they built?

Platforms for temples for the gods Tombs for the kings

Of what material were 
they built?

Clay bricks Stone

The Big Picture of Ancient Mesopotamia

Date Empire Name
Type of  
Government Main Language

ca. 3200–2350 BC Sumerian Archaic 
Period

Many city-states ruling themselves 
and sometimes fighting

Sumerian

ca. 2350–2200 BC Akkadian Empire Empire founded by Sargon the Great Semitic (Akkadian)
ca. 2200–2100 BC Gutian invasion
ca. 2100–2000 BC Ur III Empire Empire founded by Ur-Nammu Sumerian
ca. 2000–1800 BC Interregnum Many city-states ruling themselves Sumerian and  

Semitic (Akkadian)
ca. 1800–1600 BC Old Babylonian 

Period
Empire founded by Hammurabi Semitic (Akkadian)

Who Ruled Mesopotamia?
The Sumerians . . . then the Akkadians . . . then the Gutians . . . then the Sumerians

(City-states) 
ca. 3200–2350 BC

(Akkadian Empire) 
ca. 2350–2200 BC

 
ca. 2200 BC–2100 BC

(Ur III Empire) 
ca. 2100–2000 BC
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