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The Road Not Taken

by Robert Frost

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry [ could not travel both

And be one traveler, long I stood

And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,

And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there

Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had tfrodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
[ doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and [—
[ took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.




This or That?

People make a number of decisions every day. Many of these decisions are easy,
but others are very difficult. Even children make decisions every day: which clothing to
wear to school, what to eaf for lunch, who to play with during recess, which answers to
select on a test, and whether to join in or help when someone is being bullied.

Some decisions you make involve problems, and your choices may lead to
consequences. If you ever have a difficult time deciding what to do, try using any of
these strateqies:

l. Think about it. Do you need to find out more? If so, do some research.
2. Brainstorm as many solutions as you can.

3. Think about the consequences of each solution. Are they good or bad? Who will
be involved in the results, and how will everyone feel?

4. Think with both your mind and your heart; listen to your body. Is your heart beating
fast? Are your palms sweating? These signs might mean that you are worried or scared
about your choice.

5. Is a right or wrong decision obvious? Often, you know what you should do but
are afraid of what someone else may think. Discuss it with a family memlber or a trusted
adult and find out what they recommend.

6. Make a decision and stick to it. Accept any consequences that may happen as a
result of your decision.

Most decisions we make are not extremely important. Perhaps this list will help you
make the ones that are.
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Answer the questions.

. In what genre is "The Road Not Taken”? How do you know?

2. How is "This or That” organized? How do you know?

3. How do you think the narrator in “The Road Not Taken” feels about the decision
that was made? Use evidence to support your answer.

4. Which season isit in "The Road Not Taken”? Use at least two pieces of evidence
from the passage to support your answer.

5. What is the main idea of “This or That”? Which details support the main idea?

6. What does the word diverged mean as it is used in "The Road Not Taken”?

A. appeared B. disappeared C. separated D. joined

© Carson-Dellosa « CD-104890



Naome

7. Think about what you learned about making decisions from both passages. Use
that information to complete the organizer.

8. Pretend that you are the narrator in “The Road Not Taken,” and you are using the

list from “This or That” to make your decision. Write a journal entry to record your
thoughts and how you came to your decision.
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The Wind and the Moon

by George Macdonald

1 Said the Wind to the Moon, "I will blow
you out,

2 You stare in the air like a ghost in a chair,
3 Always looking what I am about—
4 [ hate to be watched; I'll blow you out.”

5 The Wind blew hard, and out went
the Moon.

6 SO, deep on a heap of clouds to sleep,
7 Down lay the Wind, and slumbered soon,
s Muttering low, “I've done for that Moon.”

9 He turned in his bed; she was there again!
10 On high in the sky, with her one ghost eye,

i The Moon shone white and alive and plain.

12 Said the Wind, "I will blow you out again.”

13 The Wind blew hard, and the Moon
grew dim.

w “With my sledge, and my wedge, I have
knocked off her edge!

15 If only I blow right fierce and grim,

16 The creature will soon be dimmer
than dim.”

17 He blew and he blew, and she thinned o
a thread.

18 “One puff more’s enough to blow her
to snuff!

19 One good puff more where the last
was bred,

20 And glimmer, glimmer, glum will go the
thread.”

21 He blew a great blast, and the thread
was gone.

22 In the air nowhere was a moonbeam bare;

23 Far off and harmless the shy stars shone—
24 Sure and certain the Moon was gone!
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25 The Wind he took to his revels once more;
26 On down, in town, like a merry-mad clown,

27 He leaped and hallooed with whistle and
roar—

28 “What's that?” The glimmering thread
once more!

29 He flew in a rage—he danced and blew;
30 Butin vain was the pain of his bursting brain;
31 For still the broader the Moon—scrap grew,

32 The broader he swelled his big cheeks
and blew.

33 Slowly she grew — till she filled the night,

sy And shone on her throne in the sky alone,
35 A matchless, wonderful silvery light,

36 Radiant and lovely, the queen of the night.

37 Said the Wind: *“What a marvel of power
am !

38 With my breath, good faith! I blew her to
death—

39 First blew her away right out of the sky—
4o Then blew her in; what strength have I!”

41 But the Moon she knew nothing about
the affair;

42 For high in the sky, with her one white eye,
43 Motionless, miles above the air,
w She had never heard the great Wind blare.



The Phases of the Moon

Earth’s moon goes through multiple phases each month. During this fime, the moon’s
position in relation to the sun and Earth determines how much of it we can see at night.

Third Quarter Moon

This happens as

the moon moves
closer to the sun. The
moon is “waning,” or
getting smaller each
night. The name is
derived from the
fact that it is three-
quarters of the way
through the lunar
month. From Earth,

it appears to be a
half-mnoon, with the
left side illuminated
by the sun.

New Moon

During this stage, the moon is
pbetween Earth and the sun.
Because the sun is on the

other side of the moon, we
cannot see it at all. It has totally
disappeared because of the
sun’s brightness.
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Full Moon

As it continues to wax, we call it
a gibbous moon. It grows larger
and larger each night, until

we can see the full face of the
moon. This is called a full moon.

First Quarter Moon

This happens as the
MOoon Moves away
from the sun. The
moon is “waxing,” or
getting larger each
night. The name is
derived from the
fact that it is one-
quarter of the way
through its lunar
month. From Earth,

it appears to be a
half-moon, with the
right side illuminated
by the sun.
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Answer the questions.

I. Whatis the theme of "The Wind and the Moon”?

2. How does the author support the theme in "*The Wind and the Moon”?

3. Whatis the structure of “The Phases of the Moon”?

A. chronology

B. comparison

C. problem/solution
D. cause/effect

4. Which features did the author of "The Phases of the Moon” include to help you
better understand the passage?

5. What does the word illuminated mean as used in *The Phases of the Moon*”?
What context clues helped you figure it out?

6. Think about the Wind. Choose three of the following character traits to describe
the Wind and provide text evidence to support your thinking.

angry helpful determined happy prideful
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7. Think about the phases of the moon based on information from “Phases of the
Moon.” For each phase, write the numbers of the stanzas from “"The Wind and the

Moon” that apply to each phase.

New Moon

N\

[

Third Quarter
Moon

First Quarter
Moon

DN v/

Full Moon

8. Write a letfter to the Wind to explain why his thinking is wrong. Use evidence from

both passages in your letter.
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Bullies

Have you ever been teased by a friend or family member? Most of us have, and
it is funny when it is done in a playful, friendly way. We even laugh and tease back!
However, when someone feases in an unkind or rude way and refuses to stop, teasing
becomes bullying.

Bullies can torment in several ways: demanding money, kicking, hittfing, name-
calling, or spreading rumors. With the popularity of social media, brand-new ways to
bully are prevalent. Nearly every child has either witnessed bullying or been bullied.

If you or someone you know is being bullied, keep several things in mind. First, don’t
fight back or laugh at the bully. This can very quickly make the situation worse. Instead,
try any or all of the following tips:

Tell someone! Friends, family memibers, teachers, a bus driver, or another adult can
step in to help. Let them.

Talk it through with someone you trust. This could be a sibling, the guidance
counselor at school, or your teacher. They may have some good advice. Even if they
do noft, it always helps to talk to someone.

Avoid the bully when possible. If you see the bully and you are alone, go the other
way. Take someone with you when you know you will see that person. If someone you
know is being bullied, offer to stay close.

Do not respond in anger. It is human nature to get upset, but that is really what the
bully is hoping for. Find something that helps, such as counting to 10, writing in a journal,
or taking deep breaths, and then practice it.

Ignore the bully. If that is impossible, tell him or her to stop in a firm voice and then
walk away.
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Trouble at School

From: Lindsey

To: Aunt Sally

Sent: Monday, October 12, 3:55 pm
Subject: Miss you!

Dear Aunt Sally,

[ wish you didn’t have to move so far away! I miss you every day. It's just not the
same when [ get home and you're not here anymore. Lauren is great and everything,
but she’s just not you. I hope you're having fun in college and making a lot of new
friends.

Remember last year when [ talked to you about Emma and the other girls? Well,
they're back again this year and being even meaner than before. [ tripped on the curb
last week and fell into a mud puddle. Emma took a picture, texted it to everyone, and
then posted it on the Internet.

Now, everyone at school is laughing at me, and Emma keeps calling me names. |
finally had enough and pushed her down. Then, when she fell, my friend took a picture
of her. I laughed and said, "How does that feel?” Of course, the teacher came over,
and [ got in trouble. She called my parents when [ refused to tell her why I did it, though.
Mom and Dad kept pressuring me to talk to them too. They noticed I'd been crying at
night in my room. They wouldn’t understand. I just want all of this to go away.

When are you coming home for break? I can’t wait! There are a lot of new movies
that I want to see and maybe we can go shopping at the mall.

Love you,

Lindsey
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