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CHAPTER 19

Poetry Across Cultures

Kinesthetic learners may enjoy participating in
hands-on activities like acting out poems or creating
physical representations of poetic styles and themes.

Kinesthetic learners may be challenged by
analyzing a ghazal using a graphic organizer to
identify the themes and style.

Co-op Activities

Extension Activities

Poetic Style Showcase
Materials: large chart paper or whiteboard, markers,
examples of poems from various cultures

1. Split the students into small groups. Assign each
group a different cultural poetic style (e.g., Persian
metaphors, African repetition).

2. Each group will create a poster or presentation
showcasing their assigned poetic style. They
should include examples from the provided
poems, describe the style's characteristics, and
explain how it reflects the culture.

3. Have each group present their poster or findings
to the dass. Encourage them to use visual aids
and perform a short reading or recitation of their
assigned style.

4. After all presentations, lead a class discussion
on how the different styles compare and
contrast and how cultural influences shape
poetic expression.

Cultural Poem Drama
Materials: copies of selected poems, props or
costumes (optional)

1. Choose a few poems from different cultures for
the class to explore.

2. Divide the class into small groups, assigning each
group a different poem to interpret.

3. Each group will create a short skit or
dramatization of their assigned poem. They
should focus on capturing the poem’s theme and
cultural style through their performance.

4. Have each group perform their skit for the class.
After each performance, discuss how the dramatic
interpretation reflected the poem's style and
cultural background.

Cultural Poetry and Science Fusion

Have your student begin by selecting a scientific
theme related to their current study, such as
ecosystems, space exploration, or the human body.
Then, have your student research how different
cultures view or depict this chosen scientific theme
in their poetry or storytelling. After gathering

their insights, your student will create a poem that
incorporates relevant scientific concepts and utilizes
poetic styles from various cultures. Finally, they will
present their poem, explaining both the scientific
concepts and the cultural poetic styles they employed,
fostering an appreciation for the intersection of
science and art in different cultures.

Engineering Through Poetic Design

Have your student select a specific poetic element,
such as rhythm, repetition, or metaphor. Your student
will then design an engineering model or prototype
that incorporates this chosen poetic element; for
instance, they could create a musical instrument
that emphasizes rhythm or a structure featuring

a repeating pattern design. After completing their
model, have your student explain how their design
integrates the poetic element and connects to
engineering principles.

Answer Key

Write (Essay)

Answers will vary. Possible answer: Poetry reflects
cultural values and beliefs by showing what is
important to different groups of people. For
example, haiku often focus on nature and simple
moments, which shows how Japanese culture values
mindfulness and being in harmony with the world
around us. Sonnets, on the other hand, explore
deep emotions like love and conflict, which reflects
how Eurcpean culture looks closely at human
experiences and feelings. Ghazals express love and
loss, highlighting the importance of these themes
in Middle Eastern culture and how they connect to
life's challenges. By looking at these poetic forms,
we can understand what different cultures care
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CHAPTER 19

Poetry Across Cultures

about and how they express their ideas and feelings
through poetry.

Write Now (Cultural Connections)

Answers will vary. Possible answer:

Friendship's Seasons

In spring, we laugh, the flowers bloom,
With sunny days that chase the gloom.
Together, we explore the park,

Our voices bright, a joyful spark.

In summer's heat, we share ice cream,
Under the stars, we chase a dream.

We climb the trees, we run so free,

In every moment, just you and me.

But autumn comes, and leaves will fall,

Our friendship stays through it all.

Though seasons change and time moves fast,
The bond we share will always last.

When winter's chill wraps us in white,

We build a fort and stay up all night.
Through every change, our hearts stay true,
No matter what, I'll always have you.

Apply (Poetry and Culture)

1.C
2.4

3.B
Practice (Poetry and Culture)

1. Answers will vary. Possible answer: This poem
focuses on nature and the beauty of the changing
seasons. It highlights the calmness and simplicity
found in autumn, showing how nature can be

peaceful and gentle.

2. Answers will vary. Possible answer: The haiku
captures a moment in nature, encouraging
readers to appreciate the small details, like the
leaves dancing in the breeze. This reflects the
Japanese value of mindfulness, which is all about
being present and aware of the beauty around us,

Discover! ELA - ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 7| « UNIT 3 - CHAPTER 19

as well as simplicity, as it uses few words to convey
a deep meaning.

3. Answers will vary. Possible answer: This sonnet
explores emotions like joy and sadness. It reflects
on the beauty of nature while also recognizing the
pain of change and loss, like the fading of summer.

4. Answers will vary. Possible answer: The sonnet
has a specific structure with 14 lines and a rhyme
scheme, which allows the poet to explore deep
feelings in a careful and thoughtful way. This
structure helps organize the emotions, showing
how they can be both beautiful and complicated,
which is a common approach in European poetry.

5. Answers will vary. Possible answer: Both poems
explore themes of nature and the passage of time.
They highlight how changes in seasons can reflect
deeper emoticns and experiences that everyone
can relate to, such as beauty and loss.

6. Answers will vary. Possible answer: These themes
connect to broader human experiences because
everyone feels emotions related to nature, love,
and loss, regardless of where they come from.
The changing seasons remind us that life is full of
changes, and we all experience joy and sadness
in different ways. By reading these poems, we
can see that no matter our background, we share

similar feelings about the world around us.

Review (The Big Question)

Answers will vary. Possible answer: Poems from
different cultures helps us understand the beliefs,
values, and experiences of people worldwide in
several ways. They show what is important to those
cultures, like a Japanese poem about nature reflecting
their apprediation for the environment. They also
express universal feelings, such as love and loss,
which help us connect with others, even if the styles
differ. By reading these poems, we learn about unique
traditions and stories, allowing us to appreciate both
the diversity and commeon ground among cultures.
Overall, poetry is a powerful way to understand and
celebrate different cultures.




CHAPTER 19

Poetry Across Cultures

Show What You Know

1.B
2.B

3.C
4.C
5C
6. False
7. True
8. True
9. False

10. Answers will vary. Possible answer: Cultural
context can shape poetry by influencing the topics
poets write about and how they express their
ideas. For example, poets from different cultures
might focus on nature, love, or community based
on what is important in their societies. The style,
such as using specific rhythms or structures, can
also reflect cultural traditions and values.

11. Answers will vary. Possible answer: A poem can
show a culture's beliefs by exploring themes like
family, spirituality, or nature. For instance, a poem
that talks about the importance of nature might
reflect a culture that values the envircnment. The
language and imagery used can also reveal how
people in that culture see the world and what they
find meaningful.

12. Answers will vary. Possible answer: A universal
theme found in many cultures is love. In Western
poetry, love is often described in passionate
and dramatic ways. In Eastern poetry, it might
be expressed more subtly, often connecting it
to nature. This theme is relevant to everyone
because love is a feeling we all experience,
no matter where we come from. It helps us
connect with others and understand shared
human emotions.
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