


When Your Ants Arrive
•	 Your Ant Hill comes with live Harvester Ants or a voucher to redeem them 

later. Caring for your ants is easy and fun!

•	 Your ants arrive in two small tubes. Do not open them yet! 

•	 Place the tubes in the refrigerator for 10-15 minutes  
to slow the ants down for easier transfer.

•	 Do NOT freeze the ant tubes!

Add the E-Z Dig Sand™

A	 Snip a small corner off the sandbag.
B	 Measure 1/3 cup of water.
C	 Open the Ant Hill lid, facing the flat side toward you, and locate the small 

“half funnel” hole at the top.
D	 Pour 1-2 inches of sand into the back flat area of 

the Ant Hill (Figure 1). Don’t worry about sand 
falling onto the front.

E	 Use the sand rod to tamp the sand into the corners, 
allowing more space for digging. 
Helpful Hint: Tap the base of the Ant Hill gently 
on a flat surface to help the sand settle.

F	 After tamping, add 10 dropperfuls of water to the 
sand (Figure 2). Repeat steps D, E, and F until the 
sand is flush with the top.

•	 You may have leftover sand; that’s okay.

•	 You should use the entire 1/3 cup of water to 
achieve a “sandcastle texture.”
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Now, Add Your Ants! 
•	 While the ants cool, create a starter tunnel by 

inserting the sand rod into the back of the habitat 
about 3 inches into the sand and then pulling it  
out (Figure 3).

•	 After cooling in the refrigerator for 10-15 minutes, 
the ants are ready to be transferred. Hold an ant 
tube upright and tap it gently. 

•	 Open the habitat lid, twist and remove the cap from the first tube, and  
tap the ants into the Ant Hill. Repeat with the second tube and close the 
habitat lid. 

•	 The ants may be sluggish at first but will soon explore and dig!

•	 Caution: Do not touch the ants; they can sting.

Caring for Your Busy Ants
•	 Food: Every 2-3 days, feed your ants one sunflower seed or a small piece 

of celery, apple, or carrot. Drop it into the Ant Hill and replace it after they 
eat it.

•	 Provide tiny portions and avoid overfeeding!
•	 Once every 2-3 days use your dropper to add 2-3 drops of water into the 

back of the Ant Hill and onto the sand - don’t overwater! 

General Tips
•	 Keep your ants at room temperature and out of direct sunlight.  

•	 Avoid rough handling, which can collapse the tunnels.
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FIGURE 3
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Instructional Video Helpful Hints!

Your Ant Hill ants are Western Harvester Ants from  
the rugged deserts of the American Southwest, known  
for their exceptional digging skills! Their scientific name 

                       is

Questions? The Happy Growing Team is here to help 
you with every stage of your ant observation project.  

Email us at customerservice@insectlore.com.

pogonomyrmex occidentalis. 


