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Fundamentals of Physics Supply List 

Lab 1 
Pencil or pen 

Calculator 
Notebook or blank piece of paper 

Colored pencils or markers (optional) 

Lab 2 
Pen or pencil 

Colored pencils, crayons, markers, 
and/or paint 

Glue, pins or tape 
Styrofoam balls, small and large, or clay 

Thin wire or pipe cleaners 
Piece of paper 

Lab 3 
Periodic table 
Pen or pencil 

Lab 4 
Pen or pencil 

Colored pencils, crayons or markers 
1 tbsp salt 

1 tbsp sugar 
Water 

Ice cubes 
¼ cup vegetable oil 
1 tbsp baking soda 

¼ cup vinegar 
4 small clear cups or containers 

Spoon or stirrer 
Candle 

Matches 

Lab 5 
Ice cubes 

Pan about 6” deep 
Water 

Small clear cups or containers 
Stove 

Dry ice (1 small piece) 
Tongs or oven mittens 

Paper 
Pencil or pen 

Marker 
Timer or clock 

Food thermometer (or infrared 
thermometer) 

Candy thermometer 
Food coloring (optional) 

Lab 6 
Narrow, straight glass that can hold 4 
ounces, or a 50 mL graduated cylinder 

Water 
Vegetable or olive oil 

Light corn syrup (must be light) 
Honey 

Colored dish soap 
Small objects (e.g., grape, plastic toys, 

cork, coin, etc.) 
Plastic bottle (1.5 L or 2.0 L, with cap) 

Small nail 
Paper 

Pencil or pen 
Food coloring (optional) 
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Lab 7 
Rubber ball (tennis ball or bouncy ball) 

Small toy car or marble 
Cardboard, book, or flat board 

Painter’s or masking tape 
Ruler or measuring tape 
Small box or container 

Paper 
Pencil or pen 
Timer or clock 

Small weight (coin or washer, etc., 
optional) 

Lab 8 
Metal spoon or fork 

Plastic spoon 
Wooden spoon or chopstick 

Small pot or microwave-safe container 
Water 

Ice cubes 
Small candle 

Matches 
Aluminum foil 
Paper towel 

2 clear glass bowls or cups (deeper is 
better) 

Food coloring (optional) 
Paper 

Pencil or pen 
Timer or clock 

Thermometer (optional) 

 

 

Lab 9 
Small or medium sized object with flat 

sides (wooden block or small box) 
Flat board, cardboard or book 

Ruler or measuring tape 
String about 2’ long 

Sandpaper 
Wax paper or aluminum foil 

Smooth plastic sheet or table 
Small weights (coins, washers, etc.) 

Taper 
Paper 

Pencil or pen 
Timer or clock 

Lab 10 
Blue and yellow crayons, markers or 

colored pencils 

Lab 11 
Small toy car 

Small wood block 
Flat board, cardboard or book 

Marble or small ball 
Balloon (uninflated) 

1 straw 
Tape 

String (about 1 meter) 
Small cup or lightweight container 

Paper 
Pencil or pen 

Ruler or measuring tape 
Timer or clock 

Coins, washers or fishing weights 
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Lab 13 
Slinky or long spring (or long rope, 

stretchy cord, etc.) 
String / flexible rope (about 2 meters) 

Small plastic bottle 
Water 

Ruler or measuring tape 
Marker 

Stopwatch or timer 
Paper 

Pencil or pen 
Colored ribbon or tape (optional) 

Lab 14 
Plastic or metal ruler 

Plastic bottle (500 mL or 1000 mL, with 
cap) 

Water 
Straw 

Scissors 
Tuning fork (ideal) or 2 metal table forks 

Small bowl or cup 
Paper 

Pencil or pen 
Timer or clock with seconds 

Smartphone with a frequency meter 
app (optional) 

 

 

 

 

Lab 15 
2 D-cell batteries (1.5 V each) 

Small LED 
Insulated copper wire (or aluminum foil) 

Electrical or masking tape 
Items to test conductivity (metal spoon, 
plastic spoon, paper clip, rubber eraser, 

wooden spoon, coin, etc.) 
Cardboard or plastic lid 

Paper 
Pencil or pen 

Lab 16 
An iron nail or bolt (~10 cm long) 

Copper or aluminum wire (~1 m, 20-24 
gauge) 

A 1.5 V batter (C or D-cell) 
Electrical or masking tape 

Compass 
Small metal objects (e.g., paper clip) 

Wire strippers or scissors 

Lab 17 
Small flashlight or smartphone light 

1 piece white paper or card 
Prism (or clear glass object like a 

beveled glass piece) 
Colored pencils or markers 

Paper 
Pencil or pen 
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Lab 18 
Small flashlight or smartphone light 

Flat mirror 
Short length of board (2x4, 2x8, etc.) 

Clear glass or plastic cup 
Water 

1 piece white paper or card 
1 piece black paper or cloth 

1 piece colored paper 
Pencil or straw 

Protractor 
Ruler or measuring tape 

Paper 
Pencil or pen 

Lab 19 
Periodic table 
Pencil or pen 

Colored pencils (optional) 
Calculator (optional) 
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