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Well-Ordered Language

A Classical Approach to English Grammar Instruction
Why Study Grammar?

We study grammar because we wish to master language, and language cannot be easily
mastered without grammar. Grammar is the study of what makes language work—the way
letters form words, the way words form sentences, the way sentences express human thought.

An educated person wants to understand the rich variety of human thought enshrined in
language of all sorts—books from yesterday and the last millennium, books in English and
books in other languages as well. An educated person also yearns to express himself clearly,
accurately, and completely. It is the study of grammar that yields the capacity to do this, and
the student who sees the connection between the study of grammar and the mastery of lan-
guage will study grammar with zeal.

Learning Grammar, Teaching Grammar

We have designed Well-Ordered Language (WOL) with the understanding that many
teachers who will use this book don’t know grammar as well as they would like. As a result,
we have created a rich teacher’s edition that will enable teachers to review and deepen their
own understanding of grammar even as they teach students.

We have also worked to provide a clear, incremental presentation of grammar in this se-
ries that includes plenty of illustrations, practice, and review. For example, in each chapter,
students will memorize through song clear definitions of relevant grammatical concepts.
Helpful analogies and attractive graphical illustrations at the beginning of each chapter in-
troduce and complement the concepts in the chapter. Students also will discover emerging
from the sentence exercises a story that features characters who appear throughout the text
and in the graphical illustrations.

Effective Teaching Methods

The series employs an innovative choral analysis method that makes learning enjoyable
and permanent. With clear guidance from the teacher’s edition, instructors will easily be
able to lead students through the choral analysis of grammar, and through this analysis,
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students will see grammar embodied in the sentences they study. The program has been
layered concept on concept, an approach that aids students in seeing and experiencing how
a well-ordered language works and how it increases their understanding and enjoyment of
literature, stories, and poetry.

Learning with Delight

We think that the right study of grammar should lead to delight. The traditional study of
grammar should be more than mere rote memorization of rules; it must also include op-
portunities for students to engage language in works of literature and human expression.
As students acquire a greater capacity to understand language and use it effectively them-
selves, they will experience joy and delight. This is one reason we have included for gram-
matical study beautiful poetry and excerpts from great literature. Students will see that
their ongoing study of grammar will open up a deeper understanding of beautiful literature
that both instructs and delights.

Compelling Need

In this cultural moment, there is a desperate need for language that is well ordered. To-
day’s discourse is often filled with ambiguity, equivocation, and crudeness. Those who have
mastered a well-ordered language not only will stand out as eloquent and clear but also will
be able to say well what they mean and to say what others will heed. It will be those with a
command of language who will be able to mine the wisdom of the past and to produce elo-
quence in the future.

Ongoing Support

We have created not only a series of texts but a constellation of products that will help
teachers to use WOL effectively. Visit our website at ClassicalAcademicPress.com for ad-
ditional support for using WOL, including video training (featuring author Tammy Peters),
downloadable PDF documents, and other resources.

Thank you for joining us in this most important work of restoring a well-ordered lan-
guage for the next generation!
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Liesson-Planning Options

The Well-Ordered Language series is designed to be flexible, adaptable, and practical. Depending
on her needs, the teacher can modify lessons to meet particular classroom expectations. The follow-

ing options for teaching each chapter assume a 30-40 minute period.

Option A
(4 times per week)

Option B
(3 times per week)

Option C
(5 times, one week)

Week One

Day One
o Chapter Introduction
¢ Introductory Lesson
¢ Introductory Practice

Day One
o Chapter Introduction
¢ Introductory Lesson
¢ Introductory Practice

Day One
o Chapter Introduction
¢ Introductory Lesson
¢ Introductory Practice

Day Two
¢ Lessons to Learn A
¢ Lessons to Practice A

Day Two
¢ Lessons to Learn A
¢ Lessons to Practice A

Day Two
¢ Lessons to Learn A
¢ Lessons to Practice A

Day Three
¢ Lessons to Learn B
¢ Lessons to Practice B

Day Three
¢ Lessons to Learn B
¢ Lessons to Practice B

Day Four
¢ Fable*
¢ Fable Sentences (PDF)

Day Three
¢ Lessons to Learn B
¢ Lessons to Practice B

Day Four
¢ Lessons to Learn C
¢ Lessons to Practice C

Day Five
¢ Quiz (PDF)
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Day Five Day Four
¢ Lessons to Learn C ¢ Lessons to Learn C
¢ Lessons to Practice C ¢ Lessons to Practice C or
¢ Lessons to Learn—Review
¢ Lessons to Practice—
Review
o Day Six Day Five
[E ¢ Lessons to Learn— ¢ Lessons to Learn—Review
~ Review ¢ Lessons to Practice—
§‘ ¢ Lessons to Practice— Review or
Review ¢ Fable*/Fable Sentences
(PDF)
o Poem*/Poem Activity or | ¢ Quiz (PDF) Forrndl e dhe davearaedk
¢ Practice Sheet (PDF) able PDF. The poems for
Day Bight ™
¢ Quiz (PDF)




Introduction to Students

Do you have a favorite word? Most people have favorite words just as they have favorite
numbers or colors. So, what is yours?

Maybe it is an exceedingly (very) long word that your friends don’t know. Maybe you just
like the way its sound rolls off your tongue. Maybe you use it as often as you can, or maybe
you save it for special occasions.

We want to share one of our favorite words with you. You probably know what it means
already, but you may not have thought of it as an exceptional word. Probably few people
would name it as a favorite because it seems so ordinary. It is far from ordinary though. The
word is . .. analyze.

One reason we love the word analyze is because it has interesting grandparents. Its roots
are Greek: ana meaning “up, throughout” and lusis meaning “unloose, release, set free.”
When you analyze something, you break it up into its parts and set them free!

Great thinkers are great analyzers.

Scientists who study bugs are called entomologists. They analyze insects by dissecting
them. Sports analysts watch freeze frames of each motion of a single play in football to
make sure the referee applied the rules correctly. Detectives analyze every inch of a crime
scene, inspecting it for clues. These great thinkers are curious about what is inside an insect,
a play, or even a crime.

Great thinkers are always curious. For them, analysis is an adventure.

You are a curious child, and your adventure in this book will be learning how to analyze
sentences. You will take them apart, unloose their knots, and dissect them. Step by step you
will learn the special function of each part of language.

Understanding the parts of something—whether you are a student, scientist, sports
analyst, or detective—leads to appreciating the whole thing even more. Once you break
something apart, it is natural and right that you should put it back together again. If you
take apart a clock to see how it works, you will want to reassemble it so you don’t miss din-
nertime. Learning how to analyze sentences makes you more skilled at constructing them
too, both in your writing and in your speaking.

The parts of language are words, and words are wonderful.
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