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Chapter 19

Poetry Across Cultures

By the end of this chapter, you will be able to:

= identify poems from various cultures and recognize cultural themes
= explain how cultural context influences the themes and styles of poetry

= analyze poems to determine how they reflect the beliefs, values, and experiences of different cultures
= discuss the universality of poetic themes across diverse cultural expressions

Academic Vocabulary

Read the following vocabulary words and definitions. Look through the chapter. Can you find each
vocabulary word? Underline the vocabulary word in your chapter and write the page number where you
found each word on the blanks here.

» beliefs: ideas or convictions that individuals hold to be true, often reflected through characters'
thoughts, words, and actions in literature (p. ]

= cultural themes: ideas or messages in a story that reflect the beliefs, issues, or customs of a particular
culture (p. )

= style: the distinctive way in which a writer or artist creates their work, which can include choices in
language, techniques, and aesthetics (p. ]

» universality: the ability of a story or theme to be relevant and relatable across different cultures
and human experiences (p. )

= values: the moral standards or beliefs that characters, and by extension, societies hold abou
what is right and wrong (p. )

THE BIG GNESTION

How do poems from different cultures help
you understand the beliefs, values and
experiences of people around the world?
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EXPERE

As Poetry Week continues at your school, you are getting excited about the Poetry Festival, which will

be held in your school auditorium at the end of the week. Students from all grades will participate, share
their favorite poems, and even read original works they have written. You are still working hard, designing
a booth to showcase, You are having a hard time deciding on what to include in your booth. There are

so many different poems to include, and so many different types of poetry from around the warld! You
decide that you want to include poetry from all over the world to showcase in your booth. With so many
rich examples of poetry to choose from, you decide that your booth will highlight how these different
forms — while unique in structure — are united by the human experience. Whether it's the serenity of a
haiku, the emotional intricacy of a sonnet, or the philosophical musings of a ghazal, these poems all reveal
something about the cultures they come from. You even think about creating a space where visitors can
write their own poems in different styles,
encouraging them to experiment with poetic
forms from across the globe.

As you continue planning, you feel a sense
of exciternent knowing that your booth will
not only showcase poetry but also celebrate
the diversity of cultures that create it. By the
time the festival arrives, you're confident that
your booth will help others see how poetry
connects people across borders, bringing
together different voices and experiences
from around the world.

GREMMAR GUIDE

Metaphors and Repetition in Poetry

Metaphors and repetition are powerful tools that poets use to enhance their writing. A metaphor is a comparison
that shows how two different things are similar without using like or as. For example, saying “time 1s a thief”
suggests that time can take away moments from life, just like a thief takes away possessions. Repetition, on the
other hand, is when a word or phrase 15 repeated for emphasis or rhythm, making the poem more memorable.
Together, these techniques help create vivid images and strong emotions, allowing readers to connect deeply with
the poem’s message.
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Poems Across Cultures

Poetry is a universal form of expression that people use all around the world to share their thoughts,
feelings, and stories. Although poetry exists in every culture, the way it is written and the topics it covers
can vary greatly depending on where it comes from. Each culture uses poetry to exprass its beliefs, ideas
or convictions that individuals hold to be true, often reflected through characters’ thoughts, words, and
actions in literature. Poetry also allows a place to express cultural experiences and values, which are the
maoral standards or beliefs of characters, and, by extension, societies hold about what is right and wrong.
The form poetry takes can reveal a lot about what matters to the people who wrote it. Each of thess
poetic forms is tied to the cultural themes — ideas or messages in a story that reflect the beliefs, issues,
or customs of a particular culture. For example:

= Mature and Simplicity in Haiku: The focus on nature and small, meaningful moments in haiku
reflect the Japanese value of mindfulness and living in harmony with the natural world. It shows an
appreciation for the beauty in simplicity.

= Emotional Complexity in Sonnets: The structure of the sonnet allows poets to explore deep and
complex emotions like love, conflict, and beauty. This reflects the European tradition of examining
human experiences through art, showing how emotions can be both beautiful and complicated.

= Love and Loss in Ghazals: Ghazals often express feelings of love and longing, but they also explore deeper
philosophical ideas about life's joys and struggles. In Middle Eastern culture, this reflects the importance of
love, loss, and the search for meaning in poetry.

Understanding these forms helps you see how poetry frorm different cultures expresses personal
emotions and shared values. Each type of poem is unique, yet they all highlight what matters to people
around the world.

NRITE

Essay

How does poetry serve as a reflection of cultural values and beliefs?

NRITE

Cultural Connections

Think about an important experience or emotion in your life, like friendship, change, or facing challenges. Write
a poem inspired by this experience. You can use ideas from different cultures, like nature or family, to express
your feelings.
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APPLY

Cultural Influence Poetry and Culture

Poetry reflects the culture it comes Match each type of poetry to the correct theme.
from. & poet's background influences

the themes and style they use in their 1. Japanese haiku A x?xphres desp emc:tlans
writing. For example, Japanese haiku like: love or conflict in a
are often simple, focusing on nature and structured form with
mindfulness, reflecting the Japanese value 14 lines

of appreciating the present moment. On 2 European sonnet B. captures the pain of
the other hand, European sonnets tend to separation and longing,
explore deep, personal emotions, like love with each couplet

or conflict, often in a more structured form standing alone

with 14 lines. Each culture's poetry style
— the distinctive way in which a writer
of artist creates their work, which can
include choices in language, technigues,
and aesthetics — is shaped by its beliefs,
values, and experiences.

Even though poetry differs from culture to
culture, some themes have universality,
the ability of a story or theme to be

relevant and relatable across different
cultures and human experienceas,

Despite cultural differences in poetry,
some themes are universally relatable
across human experiences. Love, nature,
and loss appear in poems worldwide,
reflecting shared emotions. For example,
a Japanese haiku about a beautiful flower
and an English sonnet about a beautiful
person both express an appreciation

3. Middle Eastern ghazal C. reflects values of
mindfulness and
appreciation for nature,
often focusing on
simple moments

Brainstorm

Just as poets draw from their cultural backgrounds to

create unique works, writers can find inspiration in diverse
perspectives. During the brainstorming step, you can reflect
on themes from poems you've read and jot down related words
or phrases that resonate with your persenal experiences.
Creating mind maps or lists helps you organize these ideas and
explore sensory details that evoke emotions in your writing.
By considering different poetic styles, you can experiment

for beauty. with various forms and let cultural insights shape your writing,
Universal themes in poetry vary in leading to more meaningful expressions of your thoughts
expression. In English sonnets, love is and feelings.

often depicted as a passionate experience
with deep emotions. In contrast, a
Japanese halku may express love more
subtly, like comparing it to a delicate
flower, suggesting peace rather than
intensity. The theme of loss is captured

in Middle Eastern ghazals, which blend
personal feelings with broader ideas, while
Western poems often focus on personal
grief and storytelling. Overall, poetry
shows how different cultures convey
shared emotions and values. The Writing Process
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PRCTICE

Poetry and Culture

Read the poem and answer the questions.
Whispers of the Wind
Leaves dance on the breeze,
Soft whispers of autumn's breath,
Mature's calm embrace.

1. What do you notice about the focus of
this poem?

2. How does this haiku reflect the Japanese value
of mindfulness or simplicity?

Read the poem and answer the questions.
The Changing Seasons
As autumn leaves drift gently to the ground,
The summer fades, its warmth a distant glow.
In golden hues, the trees are softly crowned,
And breezes whisper secrets they now know.
The chilly winds begin to bite the air,
And skies grow dim as daylight starts to wane.
Yet beauty lingers, scattered everywhere,
In nature’s dance, both joyful and in pain.
Through every change, the world will spin

In this chapter, youlearned:

and turn,
From blooming spring to winter's icy frost.

Each season’s end brings something new
to learn,

A cycle gained for every moment lost.
So let us savor every fleeting day,
For time, like seasons, always slips away.

I What emotions are explored in this sonnet?

&, How does the structured form of the sonnet
help reflect the European tradition of examining
complex emotions?

Using the two poems you just read, answer the
following questions.

5. What universal thermes do you notice in
these poams?

6. How do these themes connect to broader human
experiences, no matter the culture?

» Different cultures reveal distinct themes in poetry, such as appreciation of nature in Japanese haiku and
complex emotions in European sonnets, showcasing how cultural backgrounds shape poetic expression.

» A poem’s cultural context influences its themes and styles, with poets reflecting their society's beliefs and

values through their work.

» Universal themes like love, nature, and loss appear in poetry across cultures, highlighting shared

human experiences.

Can you answer The Big Question?

How do poems from different cultures help you understand the beliefs, values, and experiences of people

around the world?
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SHOW WHAT YOU KN.W

Choose the correct answer for each question.

1. What is a cultural theme in poetry?

A. a recurring character

B. a central idea reflecting cultural beliefs
C. aspecific poetic form

D. a type of rhyme scheme

. How does cultural context influence
poetic style?

A. It determines the length of the poem.

Read each statement. Circle True or False.

6. True or False

7. True or False

8. True or False

A haiku is a type of poem tha
originated in Europe.

Analyzing a poem involves
looking at its form, language,
and the cultural context in
which it was written.

Understanding the
cultural context of a poem
can enhance your appreciation

of its themes and meanings.

All poems reflect the
same cultural themes,
regardless of the
poet's background.

B. It affects the language, structure, and
rhythm used.

C. It dictates the poet's personal background.
D. It limits the poem to a specific theme.

9. True or False

3. Which of the following is a universal theme
in poetry?
A. local customs
B. specific historical events
C. love and hope
D. regional dialects

4. What is an example of a poetic style influenced
by cultural traditions?

Answer the following questions.

10. Explain how cultural context can influence the
themes and styles of poetry.

1. Analyze how a poem can reflect the beliefs,
values, or experiences of its culture.

A. using a strict meter in all poems

B. employing metaphors to convey
abstract ideas

C. adhering to a specific rhyme scheme
D. ignoring cultural influences entirely

5. Which technigue is commeonly usad in African
poetry to reflect oral traditions?

A. free verse

12. Discuss a universal theme found in poetry
from various cultures. Explain how this
theme is expressed across different cultural
poetic traditions and how it relates to
human experiences.

B. complex metaphors
C. repetition and rhythm
D. extended similes
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ehend

In 1853, Emily Dickinson wrote a poem with
the line, “This is my letter to the world.” This
line tells a lot abowt her life. She spent most
of her time at home, rarely traveling or going
out, [nstead, she connected with people by
writing thousands of letters tw friends, family,
and other writers. It seemed she preferred
quiet, thoughrful conversations through letrers
and writing rather than poing to parties ar
big social events, Emily and her sister Lavinia
both lived at home for their entire lives. Their

brother Austin and his wife lived next door,
In this sense, Dickinson had everything she
needed at home and could reach out to the
word through words on paper.

Diickinson was born in 1830 and passed
away in 1886 ar ape 55. She bepan writing
her many letrers to friends and family ar age
11. Some of her eady letters included poems,
but it appears she did not get serious about
writing poetry until later in life. Only 10 of

Her brother and sister found 40 handcrafted books containing more than 800 poems.

Emily Dickinson was a good student at schoal
in her hometown of Amherst, Massachusetis.
Her family was descended from Puritans and
followed a strict religious tradition. From the
evidence in her letrers and posms,
Dickinson’s own religious belisfs were
different from the rest of her family.
Dickinson atrended Mount Halyoke
Seminary for ome year. It was a school that
blended religious studies with other skills to
train women as teachers and other socially
suitable pursuits. However, Dickinson
rerurned home unhappy with the seric

religious rules at school. Sometime

after returning home, she read the wors

of Ralph Waldo Emerson. Afrer reading
Emerson, Dickinson’s poems began to show
the influence of his transcendentalist
philosophy. Transcendentalism isa
philosophy that focuses more on individual
growth, which was very differant from the
strict Christian faith her family followsed.

Although quier and withdrawn from the
word, Emily Dickinson was a rebel. Her

~lhe %ﬂe@

her poems were published during her lifetime,
but after her death, her brother and sister
found 40 handcrafted books containing more
than 800 poems. Emily had organized the
final versions of her poems and hand-sewn
the pages together. Althongh she had shared
many poems in her letters to friends and
family, no one knew she had so many more
hidden away

¥\l
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Dickinson
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poetry did not confiorm to standard forms or
rhyme schemes of the day: She used dashes
instead of more common punctuation marks
and sometimes even slanted the dashes or
drew them straight up and down. Her
rebellion apainst the old forms of poetry paved
the way for later poets,

Emily Dickinson is considered one of the
finest 19th-century American poets. Although
she did not explore the world like Marl:
Torain, she explored her own mind and soul
deeply. Emily Dickinson left a legacy of deep
emations thar inspire new poets, especially
Wwiomen poets, to write their ruth.
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When students become so curious about the world
around them that they are determined to set out on
a journey of exploration, their “discoveries” are
inspirational.

Welcome to a new world of curriculum designed to
inspire. Welcome to Discover!

To learn more, contact us at:

or visit
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