


Table of Contents
Chapter 1: Geography of Our World and My Place In It 
Lesson 1: The World We Live In . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Lesson 2: Representing Our World . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Lesson 3: Finding Our Way on a Map . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22

Lesson 4: Finding My Country on a Map . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30

Lesson 5: The Region Where I Live . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .37

Lesson 6: Finding Myself on a Map . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .43

Lesson 7: Exploring Earth’s Surface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50

Lesson 8: Features on Maps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57

Lesson 9: Chapter 1 Review.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .64

Chapter 2: Life in a Community 
Lesson 10: Communities Around the World . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .72

Lesson 11: What Makes Communities Special . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

Lesson 12: Community Types . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .84

Lesson 13: Community Maps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91

Lesson 14: Maps and Travel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

Lesson 15: Volunteering in a Community . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103

Lesson 16: Local Leaders in a Community . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109

Lesson 17: Our Government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

Lesson 18: A Country’s Leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121

Lesson 19: Laws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128

Lesson 20: Elections and Voting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134

Lesson 21: Citizens in a Community . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

Lesson 22: Chapter 2 Review.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148

Chapter 3: Wants and Needs
Lesson 23: What Are Resources? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158

Lesson 24: Goods and Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 164

Lesson 25: Do You Need It? Needs Vs. Wants. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171

Lesson 26: Jobs and Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177

Lesson 27: Budgets and Saving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 183

Lesson 28: Taxes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190

Lesson 29: Chapter 3 Review.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196

Chapter 4: The Environment
Lesson 30: The Land Around Us . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 204

Lesson 31: The Environments of Our World . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 211

Lesson 32: Adapting to Our Environment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 219

Lesson 33: Jobs Around the World . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 226

Lesson 34: Different Jobs in Different Places . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 232

Lesson 35: Climate Changes in Our Communities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 238

Lesson 36: Conserve and Protect Natural Resources . . . . . . . . . . 244

Lesson 37: Natural Parks of the World . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250

Lesson 38: Chapter 4 Review.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 256

 SOCIAL STUDIES • GRADE 2 3

2A_SS_WT.indb   3 11/30/21   12:56 PM

SAMPLE



Have you ever seen a sign like this 
one on a map in your community? 
Was it helpful when you were able 
to find yourself on the map? Why? 
Think of places you go where you 
see or use maps. List them on the 
lines below.

........................................................

.......................................................

......................................................

.....................................................

.....................................................

Lesson 6

Finding Myself on a Map
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:
■ identify your personal location on a map, including the country

and continent of origin

■ locate what is to the north, south, east, and west of your
current location

■explain why it is important to know your location in the world

Lesson Review
If you need to review regions, please go to the lesson titled 

Academic Vocabulary

■ location: a specific place or position on Earth

■personal location: the specific place where a person is on Earth
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Throughout the day, you might go to different places. You might 

This is the compass rose you learned 
about in previous lessons. This 
compass rose is found on maps. 
The “N” means north. North is the 
direction of the North Pole. The “S” 
means south. South is the direction 
of the South Pole. “E” means east. 
East is the direction where the sun 
rises. “W” means west. West is the 
direction where the sun sets. These 
are the cardinal directions. They can 
help you describe where something 
is located.

44
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Where in the World Do I Live? 
You have learned and explored many types 

regions, and countries. In this lesson, you will 
use what you have learned to find yourself 
on the map. You are going to determine your 
location, or the place on Earth where you are. 

circle the continent where you live. 

45

My name is  ............................................................................................................................................... 

I live on the planet  .................................................................................................................................. 

The continent where I live is called  ....................................................................................................... 

The country where I live is called  .......................................................................................................... 
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My Personal Location
You know the continent and the country where you live. 

personal location, or the 

map. Imagine that you are located in the house with an X. 

X and move it in the direction of the arrow that points to 

There is a road and a river north of the house with an 
X. Try moving your finger to the south. There is a road
south of the X. Move your finger to the east and west.
There are other houses to the east and west of the X.

To the north of my country is  ......................................................................................................................................................
To the south of my country is  ...................................................................................................................................................... 
To the west of my country is  ........................................................................................................................................................ 
To the east of my country is  ........................................................................................................................................................ 
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In this lesson, you learned:

• You can find your location on a map,
including the continent and country
where you live.

• You can locate places to the north,
south, east, and west of your
current location.

• Knowing your location in the world
is important so you can find things
you need and make plans for things
you want to do.

Think About It
Do you think maps are useful? Do 
you use maps in your everyday life? 

The World Around Me

can help you find your way 

can help you find the resources 
you need to live. You can know 
where to go for groceries or 
other supplies near your home. 

Just like you are a part of your 

other countries around you and the people who live in them. 

Knowing your location can also help you make plans. If you know 

time to plant seeds in a garden and when to harvest them. 

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
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Police Station

Store

Yellow House

Hospital
School

Fire Station

2. 

stoplight store police station

3. 

police station hospital yellow house

4. 

hospital store yellow house

5. 

store yellow house road

1. 

A. one of four 
directions on a 
compass rose

B. a specific place or 
position on Earth

C. a picture of Earth

right. Imagine that you 

red and yellow striped 
traffic cone. Circle the 
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Find a map of your community, 
town, or city online. Then, look for a 
satellite view of the same area. This 
shows your community, town, or city 
from space. A satellite above Earth 
took a photo of it.

Compare both maps. What do 
you notice? What is the same and 
different? Talk about your findings 
with your instructor.

6. 

7. 

 ............................................................................................................

8. 
you can figure out where to go to get the things you 
want or need.
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To learn more, contact us at:
discover@edovate.com or visit

iscover com
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